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Prayer Requests and Announcements 
July 23, 2023 

 

Karen Hudson: Received good news from her recent biopsy and is thankful for our prayers! 
 
Barbara Patton: Doing much better now and is thankful for our prayers on her behalf.  
 
Blake Mullings: Still paralyzed and in ICU at UMC New Orleans. His family appreciates our prayers.  
 
Terry Thornton: Suffering from bone cancer and is in need of our prayers. 
 
Grady Weston: Suffering from heart complications. Ron Webb has requested our prayers or Grady.  
 
 

Ongoing Prayers 
Please be sure to update at: vcocministry@vancleavemschurch.org 
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Larry Ishee  Roger Hammond  Lisa Jenkins  Tara Forte   
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Keondra Huddleston Teresa Blackmon  Carla Clayton   Scott Mcollough 

Zenie George  Cheryl Solla    Tommy Webb   Anita Dees 
Pete Hankins  Rick Bedwell    Charlie Tanner 

 
A Word of Encouragement for the Week Ahead 

 
Only Jesus, our Savior and Lord, can bring true and lasting peace since He is the “Prince of Peace”  

 

“He said to them, “Where is your faith?” And they were afraid, and they marveled, saying to one 

another, “Who then is this, that he commands even winds and water, and they obey him?.”  

 (Luke 8:25, ESV) 
Announcements / Other:  

 

• FOOD PANTRY: For now, we have an adequate supply of vegetables. We are in need of: 
PEANUT BUTTER, JELLY, CEREAL AND BOXED MILK. All donations are appreciated.  

• Other: 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________  
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Were You There When They Crucified My Lord? 
 
 

 t was a fact that Jesus was innocent. The Roman governor in charge of Judea, Pontius Pilate, so stated 
himself after having examined Jesus personally (John 19:4). It is also a fact that Jesus never even 

committed a single sin (Heb. 4:15). And yet, they fashioned the crown of thorns and placed a purple robe 
upon His shoulders in mockery and delivered Him to be crucified. He bore His cross to a place called 
Golgotha, where they crucified Him (John 19:17-18). The Bible tells us about the state of mind of some of 
the people who were there. 
 
Soldiers. These Roman men oversaw the crucifixion. They were of cruel mind (Mark 15:16-20), mocking 
Him even as He hung on the cross (Luke 23:36-37). They were also hard-hearted and indifferent, as 
shown in John 19:23-24, where they cast lots for Jesus’ clothing. This act was foretold in Psalm 22:18. 
Jesus forgave these men (Luke 23:34)! 
 
Mary. Also there at the crucifixion was Mary, the earthly mother of Jesus (John 19:25-27). The Bible 
doesn’t say much about her state of mind, but every mother can easily understand the pain she must 
have felt looking upon her son hanging on that cross, slowly and painfully dying. 
 
Priests. These men were full of hatred toward Jesus (Matt. 27:41-43). They admitted Jesus had “saved 
others,” likely referring to those He had healed. They now torture Jesus with their words, saying, “If He is 
the King of Israel, let Him now come down from the cross, and we will believe Him.” Jesus, of course, 
could have come down from the cross if He had desired, but he persevered in accomplishing God’s plan! 
 
Thieves. Two robbers were crucified on either side of Jesus (Matt. 27:38). One was full of blasphemy, the 
other humility, admitting his own guilt (Luke 23:39-43). 
 
Centurion. Though he was part of the soldiers, this man made a startling admission. His state of mind was 
acceptance that Jesus was the Son of God (Mark 15:39). 
 
You. Not personally, of course, but representationally. Jesus bore your sins in His own body on the cross 
(1 Peter 2:24). As He hung there dying, surrounded by heartbroken supporters, vicious gawkers, grim 
soldiers and proud religious leaders, He did so as a perfect offering to God for each one of them, and for 
each one of us. Since He died for you, will you live for Him? 
 
Matt Clifton 
BulletinDigest.com 
 

 

A Note from Your Preacher 

Whenever those who belong to the Lord eat the Lord’s supper (that is, the unleavened bread and fruit of 
the vine, viz. 1 Cor. 11:23-26), they focus on the death of Jesus and the saving meaning His death 
conveys. It should come as no surprise to the follower of the one who died and rose again that, in the first 
century and beyond, faithful Christians everywhere would regularly gather to partake in that memorial to 
“proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.” 
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